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MEMBERSHIPS : Memberships in the Hamilton Naturalists' Club may be obtained by 
writing to the above address. Annual Memberships fall into the following 
categories: Active $5.00, Joint (husband and wife) $6.00, Contributing $10.00, 
Corresponding (residing 20 miles or more from Hamilton) $2.50, Student (over 18) 
$2.00, Junior (under 18) $1.00. Meetings are held monthly September to May, 
Field Trips are planned throughout the whole year. The Wood Duck is published 
nine times yearly and is mailed free to all members. 

************&&********************************** *********** 

WATCH FOR THE LISTING OF SUMMER OUTINGS IN NEXT MONTH'S ISSUE OF THE WOOD DUCK . 
ALSO, PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE H.N.C. ANNUAL MEETING AND MEMBERS NIGHT ON MAY 16. 
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******************************************************************************* 


NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Sincere THANKS to Bob and Mabel Stamp for their help in collating the March 
issue of the Wood Duck . THANKS, too, to Shirley Klement and Helena Jones 
for their assistance in the preparations for the coffe hour at the April 
meeting. Many hands make light work. Could you help too in some capacity? 

Speak to one of the Executive if you would like to become involved. 

May will soon be here and Monday, May 16th is the date for the H.N.C. Annual 
Business Meeting and Members' Night. Do plan to be on hand to .hear the 
committee reports , to hear resolutions and register your vote and to share 
your experiences with your fellow club members. Do you have slides or film 
( 10 to 15 minutes)? Our programme director. Ford Smith, (Burlington 634-5821) 
would like to hear from you. Let's make this the best Members' Night yet. 

Dr. W. W. Judd of the Faculty of Science, University of Western Ontario, 
and a Life Member of our Club, has kindly turned over to us an Occasional 
Paper which he prepared from the Minutes of the Ornithological Society of 
Ontario (now the Mcllwraith Ornithological Club of London, Ontario). The 
paper encompasses the years 1890-1903 and contains reference to people 
from the Hamilton area. 

This has been placed in the Library of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
where it may be read by those interested in accounts of early "birdlng" •• • • t. 

pursuits in Ontario. 

I am sure that you share my dream of some day owning a Bateman painting or 
print. At last you can, and the cost ($ .12) will suit everyone's pocket book. 
Watch for the Eastern Couger in the Endangered Wildlife series of postage 
stamps to be issued by the Post Office on March 30, 1977. For this stamp, 
Robert Bateman, noted wildlife artist, has illustrated the Eastern Couger in 
one of its known habitats, the remote forested areas of New Brunswick and the 
Gaspe. Congratulations BobI We are pleased to see your superb work recognize; 
in this way. 

Besides the Endangered Wildlife Series to be issued this year, a series 
of stamps depicting native Canadian wildflowers should also be available 
shortly. Watch for them. 


Hazel Broker. 
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WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory O'Connell, 705-1868 Main St. W», Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1J1 
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Reid, 239 Westdale Road, Oakville, Ontario L6L 4Z7 
Miss Joan Rapsavage, 52 Proctor Blvd., Hamilton, Ont. L8M 2M4 
Mr. Peter Davis, R. R. # 1 Mount Hope, Ontario LOR 1W0 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Green, 1971 Snake Road, R. R, # 1. Waterdown, Ont. LOR 2H9, 

************ 

*** 


EVENTS FOR APRIL 


**************************************************************************** 

* M ONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 

* * 

* Date and Time; 

* 

* Place; 

* 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

JL. 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


Speaker; 


MO NDAY . APRIT, 11, 1977 at 8;00 P. M. 


* 
* 

Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens,* 
Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. * 

* 

MR. JIM I.OVISEK will give an illustrated lecture & 

* 

"THE CHANGING AMAZON" * 

* 

Having just returned from South America, Mr. Lovisek * 
will share his experiences with us. Here is an * 

opportunity to learn something about this fascinating* 
area from someone who has spent many months thei'e, * 
Do come and bring a friend or, better still, several * 

friends. * 

* 

STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS * 

* 

* A*********************-.**************************************************** 


VISITORS ARE WELCOME 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 1977 

HAWKS at Beamer Point, Grimsby. An opportunity to observe the hawks in 
migration and to have the assistance of an expert to help with . . 

identification. Meet at the parking lot on the northeast corner of 
Upper Ottawa and Fennell at 9:00 a.m. or at the Beamer Point Parking 
lot, Ridge Road, Grimsby, at 9:30 a.m. Bring a lunch. 

Leader; Dave Copeland Hamilton 383-5515 


SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 1977 at 8:00 a.m. 

B IRDS AROU N D HAMILTON . Meet at Dundurn Castle Parking lot. Bring a •. 
lunch. If you are a beginner , this is a great opportunity to find out 
where to look for birds in the Hamilton area. 

Leader: John Olmsted • Hamilton 522-0409 

SPRING HAS ARRIVED1 COME ON OUT AND ENJOY THE OUT-OF-DOORS. BRING A FRIEND. 
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OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS 


AT THE R OYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 

WEDNESDAY . APRIL 13, 1977 at 8;00 p„m, - A UDUBON WILDL I FE FILM At R.B.G. 
Headquarters Building. Fran Hall, in his new film " SMALL WORL D", would like 
to help dispel some dislikes for the insect world. If you are a gardener or 
a camper, it is difficult to like aphids or wasps. Through the medium of 
close-up motion picture photography, Mr. Hall makes the small creatures 
fascinating to watch. The film shows how insects are affected by association 
with man, but it will also show how they live with us and help us. "Small 
World" is probably not a film for everyone but it will be a great inspiration 
for nature photographers and naturalists who appreciate all nature, not just 
the sugar-coated pleasant aspects. Single admission $1.50; students $1.00. 


SUNDAYS, APRIL’ 17, MAY 1 and MAY 15, An Adventure for Early Risers 1 
Meet at Cherry Hill Gate, across from the Rendezvous Restaurant on Plains Rd, 
at 7:00 a.m, for these Sunday Morning BIRD ' WALK S.Dr. James Pringle and 
invited guests will act as leaders. 


HIKE WITH THE IROOUOIA BRUCE TRAIL CLUB 

GOOD FRIDAY, AP R IL 8 at 10;30 a.m. (8.1 miles) - Start at the Twiss Road 
Calcium Pits and walk to Mile 16.4 at Mount Nemo and by the blue trail to 
No. 2 Sideroad and Walker's Line in Burlington. Bring a lunch. Approximately 
3% hours hiking time. 

Leader: Kelly Zytaruk Burlington 637-9281 

SUN DAY, A PRIL 17 at 11 :00 a.m. (6.8 miles) - Hike No. 1 on the Toronto section. 
Start at Terra Cotta to No. 7 Highway. Approximate time - 3 hours. Bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Bob Van Dusen Hamilton 522-3788 


************* 

***** 


NE W BOOK 

S trictly f or G arden W inter Bii;d Feeding 

"My Recipes Are For The Birds" 

- mentioned by John Bradshaw in his Gardening 
programme over CFR3, Toronto. 

You might like to obtain one for next season. 


************************************************************ 


************ 


THANK YOU FOR LETTING US KNOW WHEN YOU PLAN TO CHANGE YOUR 
ADDRESS. RETURNED WOOD DUCKS COST THE CLUB MONEY. 
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PIERRE BERTON - SPECIAL GUEST AT FON'S CONFE RENCE 

The Federation of Ontario Naturalists' Annual Conference '77 planned by 
our hosts, The Guelph Naturalists Club, for April 29, 30 and May 1 at the Univer¬ 
sity of Guelph is full of specials. Guest Pierre Berton will speak to the 
conference members at Saturday night's banquet. Paul Geraghty's pen and Ink 
drawing, "The Boreal Forest" commissioned for the conference will be awarded to 
the winner of the banquet ticket draw. Bill Garrick has specially prepared a 
film called "Niska" on the Kortright Waterfowl Park. Our Art Exhibit, perhaps 
our best effort yet, features wilflife specialists such as Robert Bateman, Peter 
Buerschaper, Gary Low, Terry Short, Anker Odum and Clarence Tillenius. A 
collection of paintings by Allan Brooks (1869-1946), a master painter of British 
Columbia bird life will be on loan from the Royal Ontario Museum. A members night 
will give anyone who didn't get to go on one of the recent trips to Trinidad and 
Tobago, the Galapagos Islands or Cumberland Island and the Okefenokee Swamp a 
chance to see what happened. And several special tours of the university have 
been set up including a glance at the stars from the University's observatory. 

Just some of the sessions on Saturday afternoon include David Lank's 
illustrated talk on four centuries of animal art in books. Dr, Keith Ronald's 
presentation on the life cycle of harp seals. Dr, Doug Hoffman, Director of the 
Centre for Resources Development at the JJniverpity will tell us why a bog, swamp, 
fen, marsh, mire, and moor are words not to be used synonymously. And, Barry 
Ranford will give some suggestions on nature photography. Saturday also features 
our remodelled and expanded Photo Salon, 

Brochures with registration forms will be available from the membership 
table at the April H.N.C, monthly meeting.' In order to make an earlier registratioi 
write for information to the FON office, 1252 Don Mills Rd., Don Mills, Ont. MSB 2tv 


DON'T MISS THE FON ANNUAL AT GUELPH, APRIL 29, 30 and MAY 1. 

PLAN TO ATTEND. 

YOU'LL HAVE A SPECIAL WEEKEND. 

**************** 

**************** 


A DVANCE ADVANCE NOTICE : Thunder Bay Field Naturalists will host the 1978 

.FON Annual Conference, Dates are not yet available. Let's 

aim to be in Thunder Bay in '78. 


****************************** 


********************************************** 


CANAD IAN NATURE FED ERATION 

is holding its Annual Conference at Regina,Sask. August 24 - 26/77. 
Theme "Nature and Change on the Canadian Prairies" 

For further information write: The Saskatchewan Natural History Society, 

Box 1321, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3B8. 

A series of field trips is always planned with this conference. If you are 
going west.this year why not plan to spend a few days with fellow naturalists. 




128 


WINTER BIRD OBSERVATIONS IN TABAS CO 

by James S. Pringle 

In December, 1975, I had the opportunity to join Drs. Laurence M„ Ilardv 
and Robert R, Haynes, of Louisiana State University, Shreveport, on a field trip 
to the state of Tabasco, Mexico. Our first campsite in Tabasco was near Sanchez 
Magallanes, Because of the many bird species which could be seen within this 
immediate area, and because of the accessibility of many good viewing sites, I 
have written these notes to call this area to the attention of other naturalists 
visiting Mexico. Bird names in this paper follow R.T. Peterson & E.L. Chalif, 

A Field Guide to Mexican Birds (1973). 

The first morning at this campsite, two winter visitants familiar in 
Ontario were visible through the tent flap -- a Northern Waterthrush and a 
Common Yellowthroat. Other, more distinctively tropical species were also present 
in the grasses and low shrubs around the clearing, including the Blue-black 
Grassquit, the Green-backed Sparrow, and the especially abundant White-collared 
Seedeater, 

Birds were especially active early in the morning. In the taller trees 
around the clearing we saw Hooded Orioles and both Blue-gray and Yellow-winged 
Tanagers. One morning a small flock of Plain Chachalacas in a tree, although 
some distance away, readily attracted our attention with their loud calls. 

Dike-like raised laneways leading to active and abandoned oil wells 
between Mexico Highway 180 and Sanchez Magallanes provided a convenient means of 
penetrating the swamps. Among the most abundant birds to be seen along these 
roads are two flycatchers, both with brilliant yellow breasts, the Tropical 
Kingbird and the Great F.iskadee, Small flocks of Plain-breasted Ground Doves 
emerge momentarily from the dense shrubs, then quickly disappear. Along one of 
these roads through a swamp, I saw a wild fig tree, shared by obviously tropical 
Aztec (Olive-throated) Parakeets, eating the fruits, and a Black-and-white Warbler 
possibly a migrant from Canada, foraging on the limbs. 

An especially interesting species which I saw along one of these roads was 
the Gray-crowned Yellowthroat (Ground-chat; Meadow Warbler). This species looks 
and acts much like the Common Yellowthroat, with which I found it associating,, 
but its stout bill is distinctly unlike those of most warblers. The Gray-crowned 
Yellowthroat and the chats of the genus Granatellus appear intermediate between 
the "typical" warblers and the Yellow-breasted Chat, which seems very distinct 
from other Parulidae in Canada 

Melodious Blackbirds look much like the Common Grackles of Ontario, and 
occupy a similar niche in the ecology of Tabasco, Flocks of these shiny, black 
birds were common on the'ground and in the trees and shrubs. The true grackle 
which is common in Tabasco is the Great-tailed Grackle. Another blackbird that 
we saw along the roadsides and in coconut plantations was the Yellow-billed 
Cacique. Occasionally we saw groups of yet another black, gregarious species, 
the Groove-billed Ani, along fences and roadsides. Except for their massive bills 
easily observed from a passing vehicle, these birds look like blackbirds, but 
are more closely related to the cuckoos. 

Avian activity reaches another peak'in the early evening. Our campsite 
became surrounded by flocks of birds, with migrants from the north mingling 
with the permanent residents, Red-winged with Melodious Blackbirds, and 

(continued next page..) 
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WINTER BIRD OBSERVATION S IN TA BASCO (continued) 

Northern (Baltimore) with Yellow-tailed Orioles. Gray Catbirds and Nashville 
Warblers were also among the northern species. 

Other birds that gathered near our campsite toward evening included the 
handsome Golden-fronted Woodpecker, the abundant Roadside Hawk, and the ever¬ 
present flycatchers. One evening I had the special treat of seeing a pair of 
Band-backed Wrens, so large that superficially they resembled woodcreepers or 
thrashers more than the diminutive wrens of Ontario, 

At night, Pauraques became active, hawking insects like theirC'Oanadian 
relative, the Whip-poor-will. These birds like the open spaces over roads, on 
which they often alight* In the beam of Dr. Hardy's flashlight, one sat almost 
motionless on a road, permitting us to have a long^ close observation. 

North of our campsite, nearer Sanchez Magallanes, was a grove of taller 
trees, where the Lineated Woodpecker, a large, crested bird resembling the 
Pileated Woodpecker, was able to persist. 

Marshes are extensive in Tabasco, especially along Highway 180 from 
Villa Hermosa via Frontera to the state line. In many places, the vegetation 
is dense, often dominated by Thalia dealbata (a relative of the arrowroot and 
prayer plant). Here small birds are numerous but hard to see. Where there is 
open water, however, birds of the Heron Family are easily seen, including the 
Great Blue Heron, Great and Cattle Egrets, and Green Heron. Black-necked Stilts 
frequent the shallows, and both Ringed and Belted Kingfishers are common on wires 
and branches above the water, American Coots are present in large numbers. 
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WI NTER BIRD OBSE RVATIONS IN TOBASCO (continued) 

Small ponds in pastures and among the coconut plantations, often full.of 
C eratop teris (a floating fern) and Nymphoide s (a plant with floating leaves, in 
the Buckbean Family), are the habitat of the Northern Jacana, a bird that is 
gallinule-like in shape and habits, but a member of an exclusively tropical 
family. Another interesting bird of wet places is the Gray-necked Wood Rail, 
which 1 saw on a road through swarnpy woods near Balancan, 

Elsewhere in Tobasco and adjacent Veracruz, I saw many other species, both 
resident and migrant. Along the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, these included 
Brown Pelican, Black-bellied Plover, Willet, and several other shorebirds. 
Laughing Gulls and Royal Terns were abundant along rivers and estuaries, even 
in the city of Villa Hermosa. Birds of the roadside trees and power lines 
included the Harris' Hawk, Crested Caracara, Laughing Falcon, Turkey and Black 
Vultures, Vermillion and Long-tailed Flycatchers and Loggerhead Shrike. In 
shrubs and small trees and along the edge of a forest remnant, I saw the 
Berylline Hummingbird, House Wren, Blue -gray Gnatcatchar, Northern and Tropical 
Parulas, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, and American Redstart. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
********** 
**** 


YOU CAN TAKE YOUR BIN OCULARS TO CUBA 

by Trian Joe Boleantu 

On my trip to Cuba with my binoculars I ^as able to observe at Villa Megano 
or Indian Village located on a fresh water area plenty of Cootes and one 
Limpkin, a swamp and marsh wader. This place was not far from a huge 
Crocodile breeding farm, I also saw Mourning Doves, Turkey Vultures, Crackles 
and Reddish Egret. The egrets follow the cattle and sometimes get a free ride 
on our Canadian cows. They follow construction machinery for insects and small 
fires for the same reason. I had a good view of Pelicans hunting .along the 
Caribbean shore as I was staying at a beach 20 km. from Havana. There were 
not many birds there except those I have mentioned but there were some I was 
not able to identify. Because of my ignorance of methods to obtain good fresh 
water on a coral island surrounded by salty sea water I did not discover the 
rain accumulation reservoirs that are being created until it was too late;f.or 
me to visit them. These reservoirs, .used for irrigation as well as for public 
water supply, provide a haven for birdlife too. They have no pollution problems 
now but in 5 years expect it and prepare for it. 

********************************** 

Plans are already under way for the 1977-1978 year. Some of the speakers 
are already booked. Field trips and leaders for the fall are being organised. 
Wouldn't you like to have a part in making the Hamilton Naturalists' Club an 
active and recognized group in the life of this community. Several of the 
directors who have served for the past few years will be resigning and your 
help is needed. DO SAY "YES" WHEN YOU ARE APPROACHED BY THE NOMINATING •’ . 
COMMITTEE. DON'T WAIT FOR THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE TO CALL YOU. SPEAK TO 
A MEMBER OF THE PRESENT EXECUTIVE AND OFFER YOUR SERVICES. THE OPPORTUNITIES 
ARE ENDLESS. THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB NEEDS YOU. 
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A SEAR CH FO R SPRING 

by Ron Hepworth 

The winter of 1976/77 will undoubtedly be remembered as one of the coldest 
winters ever recorded in this area. At Hamilton's RBG climate station, January 
turned out to be the coldest month on record with not even one day above the 
freezing point. The reason has been explained by an unusually long and dramatic 
shift in the path of the westerlies which has brought polar air flows far south 
of their normal trades. What this means for the coming spring and summer is not 
yet certain but many climatologists can see mounting evidence of a significant 
change taking place in the overall weather patterns. We can probably expect to 
see much more variability in our local climate than we have been accustomed to 
until things stabilize once again. 

In spite of all this, one thing is certain'. Sooner or later it will get 
warmer, even in Hamilton, and we can all look forward to the arrival of spring. 
Then a whole new world of greenery will emerge just in time to greet the summer 
sun. In fact, spring already began back in January (or maybe it was February 
this year) away do™ in the southern United States where it has been quietly 
resting since the end of December. It has been slowly advancing northward and 
will eventually reach the Hamilton area and continue to push on through Ontario 
at the rate of 5 to 10 miles per day. 

The arrival of spring in this context is associated with the beginning of 
new growth which for most plants does not generally occur until the average air 
temperature and soil temperature in the root zone approaches 5.5 C to 6.0.C,' In 
the Hamilton area, this normally occurs about April 10. Last year it came earlier 
around the end of March. This year it may well be later due to the increased 
snow cover and the persistence of cold weather. Probably the most popular 
indicator of this event is the spring crocus which blooms in our gardens around 
this time and has long been associated with the coming of spring. 

However, we don't have to wait for the crocuses to bloom to knot? that 
spring is on its way. Long before this official event, a3 the temperature 
habitually begins to rise above the freezing point, first a little then more and 
more with each passing day, it is plainly evident that spring is 'in the air'. 

Oh, there will no doubt be interruptions and late storms but the warmer weather 
is ready to fight back and nothing is really lost. Spring is continually push¬ 
ing on as the snow pack noticeably shrinks and the ice wears thin. 

The trees are perhaps among the first to pick up the signal of bright 
warm days and frosty nights. They soon respond by drawing up sap to swell the 
buds in preparation for the great event ahead. This is the familiar'maple syrup 
time but also a necessary prerequisite to spring. It is surprising how rapidly 
the buds of such trees as willows, aspens and birches can react to even a faw 
thawing days. I have noticed buds which through the cold weather were rough and 
tough looking, almost overnight appear to sparkle and glisten in response to the 
absorption of liquid nutrients in the first warm sunshine. Little by little, the 
buds are activated so they will be ready to spring forth as soon as the tempera* 
ture rises to the critical growing point. For each 10 C rise in temperature, the 
whole process can be speeded up by a factor of 2 or 3 in an exponential manner. 
Thus one day at 16°C may accomplish what would take 2, 3, or more days at 6 C. 

This fact was demonstrated last year as you will recall an early hot spell greatly- 
accelerated growth and brought some buds out prematurely. Still, there are many 
safeguards built in so that nature is not very often fooled by the weather. 

(continued next page... »......) 
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A SEARCH FOR SPRING (continued) 

Even with snow still on the ground, some of the earliest of our wild- 
flowers including the coltsfoot and skunk cabbage can't wait for spring to arrive. 
The skunk cabbage actually produces heat of its own so that it can melt its way 
through the snow to reach the warm spring air. 


Last year, the final conquering thaw in preparation for spring began very 
early of Februai-y 10 perhaps forewarning us of an early spring. This year there 
was a first attempt also begun on February 10 but it did not succeed. The 
second attempt which began about February 24 has been much more successful. 

When the average temperature has risen to about 2°C, many of our migrants ■ 
will begin to appear. Most of the snow cover will be gone and the soil will begin 
to warm up. Around this time usually in March the first robins are back and 
Canada geese may be seen heading north. Very soon will come the reports of the 
first woodchuck venturing above ground, the familiar voices of the chorus frogs, 
earthworm castings at the surface of the garden plot, and the first bumblebee 
making his rounds. Spring has finally made its debut. 


Perhaps the most welcome celebration is held throughout our familiar woods- 
as they become decorated with the delicate blooms of hepatica, another time 
honoured messenger of spring. They are always on time but it is easy to miss them 
if you are not alert to the signs. Last year, they peaked in the south Halton 
woods during the beginning of the hot spell around April 15. Generally, you can 
start looking for them when the forsythia is beginning to bloom. This year, the 
signs so far point to a little later blooming time but it is useful to watch the 
forsythia for the signal. 


To me, the hepatica marks the climar. of my search for spring, for then I 
know it is well established. From then on, it is only a matter of time and 
sequence as everything quickly comes to life. It is a refreshing search to 
brighten those late winter days, never in vain, for we know it will always come. 
Even the ancient Scripture claims as long as the earth remains, "seedtime and 
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not 
cease. 


******************* 

*********** 

*** 


HAVE YOU VISITED OUR SANCTUARIES LATELY"? SPOOKY HOLLOW IN 
NORFOLK COUNTY AND SHORT HILLS NEAR FONTHILL ARE EXCITING IN THE SPRING. 
WATCH THE MAY WOOD DUCK FOR MAPS AND DIRECTIONS . 

THE FLOWERS THAT BLOOM IN THE SPRING TRA'- LA. HERE'S WISHING .YOU 


HAPPY HUNTING. 
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T HE SKUNK 
By A. B. Wind 

I was busy in a strawberry patch picking strawberries one evening 
when, looking over my shoulder, I saw a small animal with downy black 
fur and a white stripe coming toward me through a row of black currant 
bushes. This animal stopped when about twenty feet away, faced rae, 
raised his head, and sniffed the air. As you may have guessed I was in 
the presence of Mephitis, the skunk. 

He was not an unwelcome visitor, I have afriendly feeling toward 
the skunk? I do not fear him. I stood upright, took two steps backward 
as a safety measure, and waited to see what my visitor would do next. 

We stood vis-a-vis thus for several minutes while I smoked my pipe. Fro.' 
time to time he would raise his head and sniff the air. We each stood 
watching the other for any sign of a hostile move. At last, my visitor, 
convinced no doubt that I meant him no harm and that he was not in the 
presence of an enemy, took one step backward, then another, and finally 
turned around and sauntered off through the black currant bushes and was 
soon out of sight. I had thoroughly enjoyed this brief visit with 
Mephitis, the sk unk. 

Another time, I was so engrossed in the examination of a wild, flows, 
in the woods that I did not observe the approach of a skunk until he 
was abreast of and about ten feet from me and passed by. He appeared to 
pay no more attention to me than if I had been some inanimate object. 
Naturally I remained perfectly still and quiet as soon as I saw him and 
while he as passing by. He soon disappeared in the long grass. This 
was another friendly encounter with a member of a species which so 
many people fear, fail to understand and fail to treat with consideratioi 
and respect. 

Probably the most enjoyable and delightful encounter with Mephitis 
that I have ever had or will ever have was one evening while sitting on 
the verendah of a house in the country. Alongside this porch is a large 
croquet lawn. Suddenly and without warning, out through the bushes 
surrounding this lawn, there emerged a mother skunk with her five babies 

trailing along in single file behind her. They crossed the lawn and were 
soon out of sight. They were, I presume, setting forth in the coolness 
of the evening on a foraging expedition into the country-side. The 
mother with her young is always an exciting and interesting nature study 
and all lovers of nature would have been thrilled at the sight of this 
mother skunk with her five baby skunks, as I was thrilled. The babies 
looked sleek and fat, the downy black fur striped with white glistened 
and was a thing of beauty. That was a sight which I will not soon foroel 

I have crossed paths on many occasions with our black and white 
friend and have yet to find him anything other than a docile, harmless, 
fellow creature, intent on aoing about minding his own business. He is 
not a quarrelsome fellow, all that he asks is to be left alone. His 
enemies are not many, unless the human race be counted. The Great Horne< 
Owl and certain hawks will attack him but the commonest of all his foes i 
the domestic dog and the automobile on our highways. 
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If you should ever meet him, treat him with consideration and 
respect and he will treat you in like manner. Do not annoy, hurry, 
chase, or antagonize him. Stop for a moment and aive him ample time to 
get out of your way and he will respond arid do you no harm. In short, 
the Skunk is a "gentleman 11 . It is unfortunate that the death toll of 
skunks on our main highways is so heavy? unfortunate for the human race 
as well as for the skunk as any person who has ever tangled with a 
skunk will readily agree. The injunction to give him the right of way 
is just as applicable to the motorist as to any person if you can do so 
with safety and having regard to the traffic regulations. 

Nature has taken good care to equip Mephitis with a lethal weapon 
for his protection and defence. He does not attack without first givin 
ample warning, and you would do well to understand it perfectly and 
respond to it. Then he lowers his head, arches his back, and stamps 
his fore feet on the ground, that is a warning. Most wild creatures 
understand it and heed, it but the domestic dog does not. Finally when 
he lifts his plumy tail and raises it above his back, it is a last 
warning. If that does not suffice, he wheels around, presents his rear 
to the enemy and from two glands that lie beneath the root of his tail, 
there issues forth a fine, liquid, fetid, nauseating, blinding spray 
of T.N.T. which annihilates, devastates and suffocates all within a 
range which may extend to a distance of thirty feet. This formidable 
weapon is a sure defence against most of his enemies except the human 
race, the domestic dog and the motor car. 

Crawfish, earthworms, root grubs, little green grass snakes, bees 
and wasps, and even small turtles constitute the main diet of the skunk 
Sometimes he will make a raid on bee hives and the poultry yard. I kne 
of one beekeeper who alleged that skunks would station themselves at 
the entrance to his beehives and devour the bees as they- went to and 
from the hive but such conduct I believe is exceptional. 

As autumn changes to winter, Mephitis like all hibernating 
mammals one day does not come out of his burrow. The time of hiber¬ 
nation has come and he has entered upon his winter sleep. 

***************** 

***************** 

IT'S FOR THE BIRDS 1 

by Marion Shivas 

Some years ago, Hugh Halliday of ornithology fame, wrote a column in the 
Toronto "Star" in one of which he suggested that with the return of our feathered 
friends to our area, you would enjoy your garden a good deal if you were to 
place some nesting materials out for the birds. 

I-le mentioned that Blue Jays, in particular, liked to incorporate coloured 
facial tissue in their nests. This was borne out when I set out some pink 
Facelle on top of the Privet hedge. It disappeared quicklyto be discovered in a 
Jay's nest, woven throughout and "fringed" to a depth of a good six inches, 
hanging down. Subsequent rains made it tattle-tale gray but it nonetheless • m.-i' 
remained, providing quite a setting for the fledglings. 

Small pieces of string --- not too long so that the birds do not get it 
entangled in a limb as they fly through the tree with it; small scraps of red 
vroolen materials; short-short lengths of brightly-coloured knitting yarn; horse¬ 
hair, etc. will, in most cases, be utilized. Then - see if you can spot the nes 
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MAINE 3FESD5 KA.P30F SEALS 

Guy Gannett Publishing Co, 19 76 ’ by bill Caldwell 

My heart jumps every time I see a seal's funny face pop out of 
the sea an6. look quizzically at me and ny boat. 

There is something about those long droopy whiskers and those 
liquid bulbous eyes and the tilt of that sleek shining head that fills 
me with affection and laughter every time I see a seal. 

And you see seals almost every day you are out on Maine sal t 
waters. Lev/ Dietz and Harry Goo bridge, guardians of Andre the Mock port 
seal, say there are between 7,000 and 9,000 seals in Maine - all of" them 
harbor seals. 


called 


The maine harbor seal is a fish—eating mammal of the croup 
1 pinnipedia ; , which is Latin for ’Pin-footed." 


There are 15,000 species of mammals, including nan, Mammals 
are distinct from all other animals because they have vertebrae, hair, 
and self regulating body temperatures. The females have milk producing 
mammae, 


Maine is the breeding ground for the harbor seals of the entire 
aastern United States, 

Tne females come up the rivers to give birth. From my house, 

I look onto ledges in the Damariscotta River where mothers and their 
new born pups sun and frolic in springtime„ 

The fatners are not around. They stay at sea, lolling on off- 
snore rocks and ledges, fishina to their heart's content. 

Seal pups can't swim when they are born. The mothers nudge tiler 
into tne water and teach them how. /Then they are tired, the pups climb 
on mothers' backs and hitch a ride home. 


Mien 

first four to 
The milk of a 


born, tne pups are a light grey, almost white. For the 
six weeks, they nurse rather like a newborn puppy nurses, 
seal mother is ten times as rich as cow’s milk. 


Seals are so widespread in Maine that more than 40 harbors,islan 
ana coves are named Seal.' 1 Indians used seal oil as a skin beauty 
treatment, as medicine to heal burns and also to bring peoole out of 


fits. Seal steaks were served at weddings, 
have always made fine coats. 


And, of course, seal skins 


fish 

seals 

fence 


Jut seals eat tremendous quantities of fish, and they can ruin 
nets. So Maine passed a law in 1900 placing a bounty on harbor 
« Town clerks paid a dollar for each seal nose brought in as evi- 
of destruction. Jut some Indians killed one seal and made a 


dozen ‘noses' out of a single sic in and collected $12. After five years 
and $25,000, the state rescinded the bounty. 


Jut because of the damage to thei 
seals. In 19 72 a federal law was passed 
mammals. Mow anyone touching. let alone 
a $10,000 fine. 


r nets, fishermen often shoot 
to protect seals and other mari; 
shooting, a seal is liable to 


Lew Dietz trains seals for the Navy and other government agen cie- 
He trains them to locate distant divers and to carry tools back and fort 
on command. Trained seals could save lives and become man's underwater 
helpers. Jut they also might be trained as a deadly and unsuspected 
torpedo. Till then the friendliest face in the sea is the seal's, 

(Submitted by Lydia Hamilton) 
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NOTEWORTHY ojRu RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to March 13, 1977 - 118 

* - indicates the first record for the year 
F - indicates the first record for the migration 


Common Loon 

Mar. 

11 * 

Red-necked GrebeFeb. 

28* 

H omed Grebe 

Mar. 

12 

Pied-bid led GrebeMar. U* 

fti*o&"fc "hluo Ho 1*01 jJan. 

19 


Fob. 

26 


Feb. 

11 F 

Mute Swan 

Mar. 

5 

Whistling Swan 

Mar. 

5, 6 


Mar. 

10F 


Mar. 

12 


Mar. 

13 

Canada Goose 

Mar. 

7F 


Mar. 

10 £ 

Gadwall 

■ Mar. 

12F 

Pintail 

Mar. 

6 F 

Green-w. Teal 

Mar. 

13F 

Blue-w. Teal 

Mar. 

6 * 


Mar. 

12 

Baldpate 

Mar. 

6 F 

Wood Duck 

Mar. 

9* 

Redhead 

Ma r. 

12 

Ring-neckc-d DuckFeb. 5 

9 

Canvasback 

Ma. r. 

5F 

Lesser Scaup 

Mar. 

6 F 

C. Goldeneye 

Mar. 

12 

Black Scoter 

Mia r. 

13* 

Ruddy Duck 

Mar. 

11F 

Hooded Merganser; 

rife r. 

11 

Red-br. MerganserMar. 

5F 

Turkey Vulture 

Feb. 

26 * 


Mar. 

11 

Goshawk 

Mar. 

5F 


Mar. 11 . 12 

Sharp-sh. H awk 

Mar. 

11F 

Cooper's Hawk 

Ma r, 

6 f 


Mar. 

11 

Red-tailed 

Mar. 

5F 

Hawk 

Ma r. 

11 

Red-shouldered 

Mar. 

IF 

Hawk 

Mar. 

11 

Rough-leg. Hawk 

Mar. 

11F 

Marsh Hawk 

Mar. 

6 f 


Mar. 

11 

Merlin 

Ma r. 

9* 


Mar. 

11 

Am. Kestrel 

Mar. 

11F 

Gray Partridge 

Fe K t 

26 

American Coot 

Feb. 

27 


Mar. 

9F 


1 Lake at Appleby Line 
1 Nelligan Place 
1 North shore of Bay 
1 Willow Point 
ij. ,Ngsh:. ra.-,Bnn<i§i?iMarsh 

1 Desjardins Canal 

1 Dundas Marsh 

2 La Salle Park 

1 La Salle Park 
' 0 ; 53 Dundas Marsh 

]28 Grimsny 

130 High Level & La Salle 
110 Dundas Hydro Station 
100 Sheridan, unstdale 
■ 75 La Salle rk, Dundas 

2 La Salle Park 

6 1 th Rd. E.; Dundas 
2 Dundas Hydro Station 
6 Grimsby 

1, 5 La Salle Park; Dunda.s 
fem. Prince's Point 
245 La Salle Park 
1, 6 La Salle, woodland 
10 La Salle Park 

4 La Sa Lie Park 
4°0 Grand R. at York 

1 North shore of nay 
.7 ourl .i ngtcn ray, rroute 

1 Valens Rnsorvo.i r 
32 La Salle Park 

2 Rattlesnake Point 

1 Grimsby- Peak 

1 Red Hill Creek 
1, 1 Grimsby Peak 

2 Grimsby Peak 
1 Tew's Falls 
1 Grimsby Peak 

8 over King's Forest 
145 Grimsby Peak 

1 Dundas 

48 Grimsby Peak 

9 Grimsby Peak 

2 Carluke 

2 Grimsby Peak 
1 Clarkson 

1 Grimsby peak 

2 Grimsby Peak 

2 Mud St. at 6 th Rd. E. 

1 2270 Lakeshore Rd. 

5 La Salle Pk, High Level 


Bob Finlayson 
fide Tony Perry 
Dave & Thelma Powell 

Alan Wormington 
Steve Maslowski 

William Smith 
R. H . Westmore 
W. Smith; Wormington 
Wormington, Smith 
Copeland; Chappie 
Wormington, Wylie 
McLaughlin, Epp 
Finlayson, Wormington 
Wormington; Copeland 
Wormington, Wylie 
W. Smith.. North 
vi/orrningt n, Wylie 
Mark Robson 
wormington, Wylie 
W. Smith, Robson 
Alan wormington 
Westmore, Wormington 
w. Smith, Wormington 
William Smith 
William Smith 
westmore; Wormington 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Bob Finlayson 
Alan Wormington 
Finlayson, Worraingtou• 
Gary Rousseau 
Wormington et al. 

K. McLaughlin 
Wormington; Jennings 
Wormington et al. 

Gary Rousseau 
Wormington et al. 
McLaughlin 
Wormington et al. 

Gary Rousseau 
Wormington et al. 
Wormington et al. 

W. Smith, T. Boleantu 
..ormingten et al. 

R. H. Westmore 
Wormington et al. 
Wormington et al. 

Me Laughlin, Walker 
Mrs. A. E. Hedley 
A. Wormington 
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Killdeer 

Mar. 

6 * 

1, 1 Catholic Gem., Dundas 

North Smith; McLaughlin 

Am. Wcodecck 

Ma r. 

9* 

2 Upper Horning Road 

R. Curry, J. Dowall 


Mar. 

10 

1, 1 Sheridan, a rente 

Ridout, Jennings 


Ma r. 

12 

4 Red Hill Creek 

Kevin McLaughlin 

GR. Y ellowlegs 

Mar. 

12 * 

1 Christie Reservoir 

ri. R. C. A. 

Lesser YellcwlegsMar. 

6 *, 7 

1 Dundas Hydro station 

Robson; Finlayson 

Glaucous Gull 

Mar. 

11, 13 

1, 3 Millgrcve, woodland C. 

W. H opkins, A. Epp 

Iceland Gull 

Mar. 

5*, 12 

1, 1 Indian Pt.; Bull's Pt. 

A. Wormin s ton 

Bonaparte 1 s Gull 

Mar. 

12 * 

13 Strathearne Docks 

G. North, R. Vestmore 

Long-eared Owl 

Mar. 

3 

5 Grey Doe Trail R.u.G. 

nob Fmlayscn 


Mar. 

5 , 6 

1, 2 king's F.* Hopkins Tra< 

it McLaughlin, Epp 


Mar. 

8 

2 L'urloak Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Shcrt-eared Owl 

Feb. 

26 

9 Mount Hop-: Airport 

McLaughlin, Walker 


Mar. 

5 

^ " i! II II 

Finlay son, Wormingtcn 

Saw-whet Owl 

Mar. 

11 

1 Bronte Rd il U. M. Rd. 

Finlaysc-n, Westmcre 

Red-bellied 

Feb. 

26 * 

1 S. River Rd above Cayugs McLaughlin. Walker 

woodpecker 

Ka r. 

6 

2 River Rd. S of CayugaW 

. Smith, G. North 

Rod-h. Woodpecker Feb 

. 12 

1 above Cayuga 

R. H. Westmere 

Brown Creeper 

Mar. 

7F 

1 University Landing 

B'b Finlaysen 

Carolina Wren 

Mar. 

13 

1 vJestdale Pk. ai Sterling McLaughlin, Epp 

N. Mockingbird 

Ma r., 

— .3 . 

1 30 Binghqjn Road , . 

, Wrn, t .McLaughlin 

Am. Robin 

Mar. 

5F 

1, 2 fit. He pe; Br< nte Woods 

Wormingtm; Jennings 

Hermit Thrush 

Mar. 

8 

1 Hopkins Tract R.B.G. 

nob Finlay son 

E. Bluebird 

Ma r.11* 

1 York Rd. Dundas 

Harry & Agnes Campbell 


Mar. 

13 

1, 1 Woodland, Grimsby 

Vermin ten, Wylie et al. 

Golden-cr. Kinglc 

tKa r 

. 13 F 

2 School St. , Waterdcwn 

A. Wormingtcn 

Water Pipit 

Ma r. 

13* 

2 Grimsby Peak 

Alan V< rmingten 

Northern Shrike 

Mar. 

5 

1 R.B.G. Marsh Boardwalk 

James S. Pringle 

E. Meadowlark 

Mar. 

9F 

2 0field Road 

Alan Wormingtcn 

V. Meadowlark 

Mar. 

13* 

1 Hngersville 

R. Curry, G. Bryant 

Red-wing d 

Mar. 

5F 2 

; 370 R.B.G. Arboretum; Bn nte Pringle: Jennings 

blackbird 

Mar. 

9 

1000 Rockton 

Wormingtcn 

Rusty Blackbird 

Mar. 

5F, 6 

3, 5 Appleby L.,, Dundas 

Jennings, McLaughlin 


Mar. 

7 

65 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Bob Finlayson 

Common Grackle 

Mar. 

6 F 

20 Grand Riv r etc. 

W. Smith, T. Boleantu 


Mar. 

9 

1000 Rockton 

A wormingtcn 

crown-headed 

Mar. 

5F 

3 Appleby Line 

Mark Jennings 

Cowbird 

Mar. 

9 

50 Rockton 

A . wormingtcn 

Evening Grosbeak 

Feb. 

6 * 

6 Ancestor 

Kira Sibakin 


Mar. 

6 ! 

5, 30 Dundas, Bronte R. -d 

G. i a. Chappie; Jennings 


Ma r. 

7 

35 Spencer Creek 

R. Finlay son 


Mar. 

8 

65 N shor Dundas Marsh 

R. Fmlayscn 


Mar. 

10 

6 Hwy 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 


Feb. 

28 

2 Binkley Creoc. 

Janet rbes 

Comm n Redpoll 

Mar. 

9* 

12 Sh;ridan 

R. H. Westm.re 

Red Crossbill 

icar. 

12 * 

2 Grimsby Peak 

Jennings, Normingt. n 

Rufc.us-s. Towhee 

Mar. 

11 

1 Watson's L., Dundas 

Mabel Watson 

Field Sparrow 

Mr. 

13 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Wcrmingtcn Wylie 

White-throated 

liar. 

-5 

2, 2 Dundas; Binkley Or. . . 

Watson; J. Forbes 

Sparrow 

Mar. 

13 

4 North Shore Blvd. 

Thelma Powell 

Song Sparrow 

Ma r. 

12 F 

10 Burlington, York otc. 

Westmcro, North 

Lapland Longspur 

Ma.r. 

11 , 12 

3, 1 Grimsby Peak 

A1an w 0 rmingt‘n 

Please send your 

bird 

records by the 10th of the month to 

. George W. North, 

857 Eagle Drive, 

Burlington, 

Ont., L7T 3A3, cr phone 634- 

■5463 
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